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ated that the Arguments for Liber 
to Mk are bro ouly i» Bore of necel 


I therefore allow all that a Cre itor can rea- 
ſonably aſk agafoft his Debtor, to purſue 
him, ax bim, on him, and uſe all 
the Me conſiſting with Reaſon, 'Reli- 
gion, and Humanity, to compel him to 


Pay» 
But when it comes to Impoſſibility, that 


| > the Mak is perfeRly unable ——&eally bas is 


nos, and cannot raiſe itz to ga farther with 
bim thav that, I fay, is all Starving, Ruin- 
ing, DiftraQinn and Murther, and nothing 
ſo barbarous ought to be permitted in a 
Chriftian Country z and this is the'Sum of 
the Controvertie. | | 
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I know *tis obje&ed, that all the Laws, 
you have made to relieve the honeſt indi- 
gent Debtor, have been only SanQuaries 

r Rogues, and havelet thoſe go that bave 
merited no Compaſſion, rather than thoſe 

Now tho' this were trye, which however 
does not altogether appear, yet will it not 
anſwer tiz* Argument, buc only turn the 
Queſtion thus Since you cannot. make 
a Law, that will deliver the honeſt indigent 
Bankrupt without the knaviſh, tricking, 
fraudulent Thief, wherber muſt all the mi 
ferable Objets of real Compaſion be ſtarv'd, 
murther'd, and their Families ſens 4-begging, 
ro prevent the;knaviſh Bankrupt taking Ad van- 
zage of the AF? This is in ſhort the 
Queftion I am avw upon. * 

Thece never was or wil! be an A& made, 
till you get 4 Parliament of Angels, yhat can 
fee Infides of Things and of Men 100, that 
could or can make a Law for the Relief of 
an honeſt Man, that a Villain will got lay 
Claim to, and yet thoſe Laws are ngt at all 
the leſs necefiaty for that. For Inſtance, 
The ſeveraFLawsof Manſlaughter, Chance- 
Medley, Inadvertence, and the like, in the 
Caſes of ki:ling one another z; how many 
4 premedtrtated malicious Murcher, how 
many raſh, paſhonate, ungovern'd Furies of 
Men, how many Bullics and Bcavoes, that 
have no Regard to the Life of a Man in 
Competition with their immediate Rage, 
have eſcap'd at a Bar of Juſtice, under rhe 
£olour and Pretence of Sclf-Defence, Chance 
Medley, and no propen *d Malice ?? NOW, 
tho' rbzs be true, and ſuch Peoplz as theſe 
doeſcape, under tbe Shelter.of rbeſe Hcy wh 
in the Law, yet was it never thought. reaſon- 


able by any Man, that to prevent the. 


Eſcape of a real Murtherer, thoſe Laws 
fould be taken away, and all Killing be 
acccunted Murtherz by which the peaceable 
Man, who being afſuſhnated by a Bully in 
the Dark, or at the Corner of an Alley, and 
kills bim in Obedience to the L3w :f Nature 
for his own Preſervation, ſhvuit die the 
D-ath of a Murtherer, anii no Diff-rence 
be made ber«een Innocence and jcal Guilt, 

I think, the Parallcl. will huld very' ex: 
aAly, and in every Branch of it The 
fraudulent Bankrupt, and the honeſt Banks 


od A 
+ * %Y 


L-53ot]. 


ts —t 
d, od "_ . 
_m Es . 


rupt ftand juſt as the murthering Villain and 
the ianocent Defender of his own Life 
Fand in the Eye of the Law, and the Caſe 
of Profecurion for Debt ftands ju as the 
Caſe of Preſ-curion for Murther —— 
The Laws of GOD: arealike in boch, bus 
the L: ws of Man make a moſt anreafona 
and abhor'd Differetcees ; 8 

The Murthe:er, eicherin Purſuit of Mg- 
lice, Reverge, or Thefr, in che Fary of 
Wine, or che Madneſs of Rage, takes away 
an - inuocent Mao”: Life Let bim die,. 
no Man pities bim, T he defigning, cheat- 
ing, fraudui-nt bankrupt, on purpoſe to 
rcb his Newghbour, on purpoſe to ſecure a 
Bag t« h.:;xſelt a Reſerve, or perhaps to 
get an Efſtate*our of other Mens Loſſes, 
breaks, abſconds, conveys away bis EtfeQs, 
and ſtanding at Bay with his Creditors, pre- 
teads tv make a Compoſition with them of 
Part for the Whole, being able to-pay more, 
but reſerving it as the Purchaſe of his 
Villaivy This is a Villaio, that is a. 
Plaguc te Commerce, a Contagios to- Cre- 
dir in Frade, a fecret Stab to he Vitals of 
his Woneſt Neighbours BEING in. Trade; 
of him I ſay, let him die in a Gaol,” of any 
where, Let bim flee 20 the Pit, Is. no Man 
ftay bim. 47 : 

Againg: The Manflayer is innocently tra- 
velling on the Road, or walking the Streets 
on his lawful Occaſions, and meeting « wild: 
Beaſt in human Shape, & Tyger in Mans. 
Clcaths, a drunken Fury, or a Whore-mad. 
Bully, he attacks the honeſt' Min jn the- 
Street, draws uyon him,: puſhes at him, and- 
does his b:ﬀt* to murther him z .the poor 
Man ftrivirig with bim for his Life gets the 
better, and kills the Murtherer _ 
Shall this Man die ? — Shall this Man be 
us'd ill ? —-NO, NQ— Cities of Refvge 
were prepar'd by a. of for one 
Sort,. and an imme Freedom for. the 
other z and our Laws take a 7 and very 
needful Care of the Lives of ſuch.. 

But here the Caſe alters. The boneft, 
innocent Tr adcſm.im- drawn in to truft one of 
tneſe fraudulent Thieves, I mention'd;above, 
his Stock is broken, the Cheat turns Bank- 
rupt, and runs away with his EffeAs,. and 
by ſeveral ſuch Li:ff:zs the poor Mos Res. 
putation js ſtabb'd; aud he is forc:d to + 

and. 


i - - 
© < 
- 


7 


and call his Creditors together, and the 
poor Man honefHy makes the beft Offer he 
ow and firips himſelf-eaticely ro ſatisfic 

EM» 

Here now lies the DefeR; the Law,which 
ought as before tu, have a Tenderaels and 
Regard tv the unfortunete, but honefiand 
indigent Creature, .takes no Notice of the 
Difference in the Cyguſez of Things, but 

rſues him with tne ſame Violence, and 
makes him equally miſerable wich the 
other. 

Here lies the Grievance z The Diflinion 
is not made as is in Caſes of Myrther and 
' Manſlaughter, between che Wiiful aud the 
Caſual, but che Unhappy are,the Criminals, 
let the Occaſion be as it wilt z ſome Ob- 
jeQionsare rais'd agaieft the Relief demand- 
ed in this Caſe, and PU touch them briefly 


here. | 
Firſt, They cannot be diſtinguiſh'd mmm 
This is anfwei'd above, and it is not enough 
to ſay, they cannot hedifſtinguilh'd, for they 
muſi be angus bat is, the innocent 
Man muſt not be deffroy'd'; if you can pick 
the Thief out of the Croud, it is yourWork, 
and yon are welcome, bur you are not to. 
kill the Tangent with the Guilcy ; this is 
juſt as if a Traytor- being puriued by a 
Troop of Soldiers, and mixing with a 
Croud in the Streets,they ſhould fire among 
the Croud, and kill them-promiſcouſly, be- 
cauſe *the Thief was among them z this 
would be very odd Juftice, aud ſuch Juftice 
is it to let fly the Bullets of the Law among 
alt unfortunate Tradeſmen under che lade- 
finite of Bankrupts, becauſe ſome among 
them are willful Cheats, and defraud theic 
Creditors. How much Blood lies already 
af our Doors upon this Score, he only 
knows that will-demand an Accounttor it. 
Secondly, The 'next ObjeQion is,. 'that 
when a Man's Diſafters are vifible, and his 
Offecs reaſonable, Creditors are always 
reaſonable-—And: to back this Word al- 
ways,. they give Examples of Some= 
But betides the wrong Logick. of it, that a 
few. Particulars cannot prove the general, 
it might be repell'd with Thouſands of lan- 
guiſhiog Families, now. reduc'd. co the ut. 
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milies, cow ftarving and periſhing in Pri- 
ſons and priviledg'd Peace, whe ould with 
all their Suuls Come as naked from thence, 
as they did from their fir Priſon, their 
Mothers Belly, to have but their Liberty to 
work for -Bread, and for the Subliftence of 
theic Families. 


But afterall, if what the Scripture ſays 


be righr, that when a Man bas Nothing to 


Þ4y, thou ſha}t not take bis Bed from under 
bim.. It ſeems very reaſonable, that this 
ought not to be left to the. abſolute Diſcre- 
tion of the Creditor z for Man, in whom is 
no Mercy, when let looſe upon his Fellow- 
Creature, is the worfi Sort of Beaſt of 
Prey. The ozher Bruzes, when they devour, 
It is 20 eat and ſatisfie Hunger, but he de- 


rours to gratifie his meer Luft of Revenge, . 


Malice, Fury, and Paſſion And I 
think,. no Crime can reduce a Man to a 
Condition ſo low, as to make it reaſonable 
to be. left 6 much in the Teeth of a De- 
ſtroyer ; the Law ought only to puniſh, ic 
' ought not to' be left in the Power of one 
oubjet tq oppreſs auother.. 

This will l-ad me to the ſecqpnd Enquiry, 
What has been done, and what has not becn 
done in this Nation, towards the happy 
Medium, (0 necefſary to be found out in 
this Caſe, between a Debtor's Knavery and. 
a Creditor's Cruelty. Of which in our 
Nexts 
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ADVERTISEMENTS: 


General} Meeting of the United: 
A Creditors of King Charles and King 
Fames, is appointed to be on Thurſday the 
34 of February, at their- Place of Meeting 
in the 014 Pallace Tard by the Parliament. 
Stairs, to (ign their Petition, and to fix a 
Day to put it in- All Subſcribers are, de- 
fir'd co be there at Two of the Clock ia the. 
Afternoon, and theſe that will joyn with 
them may be admitted, if they pleaſe, 


Ag 


moſt Diftreſſes, and miſerable Heads of Fa: 


©. 


